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Amendm^iits To The Clabns: 

1. (Withdrawn) A removable toa(Ui^ tool for use wilh a catheter assembly, th^ 
comprising: 

a body, the body defining a substantially hollow chamber, the substantially hollow 
chamber having a first portion and a second portion, the first poitionhaving a first diameter sized 
to contain at least a portion of the catheter assembly having a stent mounted thereon,the second 
portion having a second diameter less tiian that of the first diameter, the body constructed and 
airaiiged to protect the at least a portion of the catheter assembly and the stent fi:om undesired 
contact or damage during loading of a guide wire into the catheter assembly. 

2. (Withdrawn) The loading tool of claim 1 whereui the first portion of the substantially hollow 
chamber defines a first opening and the second portion of the substantially hoUow chamber 
comprises a second opening, the first opening having a diameter sufficient to aUow passage of 
the catheter assembly having the stent mounted thereon, the second opening having a diameter 
smaUer than the first opening, the diameter of the second opening being sufficient to aUow 
passage of a proximal shaft of the catheter assembly. 

3. (Withdrawn) The loading tool of claim I finther comprising a neck portion the neck portion 
connecting the first portioo of the substantially hollow chamber to the second portion of the 
substantially hoUow chamber, 

4. (Withdrawn) Theloadingtoolofdairo 3 wherdn the neck portion defines a neck portion 
diameter, tiie neck portion ditimeter tapering firam the first diameter to the second diameter. 

5. (Witfidrawn) The loading tool of claim 3 wherein the neck portion is constructed and 
arranged to engage the at least a portion of a catheter assembly having a stent mounted thereon, 
thereby preventing the at least a portion of a catheter assembly having a stent mounted thereon 
fix)m migrating firom the first portion of the hollow chanibcr to the second portion of the hollow 
chamber. 

6. (Withdrawn) The loading tool of claim 1 wherein the body is constructed from at least one 
material of the groiq> consisting of. metal, polymer and any combination thereof. 
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7 (Withdrawn) The loading tool of claim 1 further comprising an imde 
surface being innnediately adjacent to the body and defining at least the fintporfon of the 
substantially hollow chamber, the inside surface comprising a polymer material, the polymer 
material constructed and aitanged to protect the stent ftom damage during mampulation of the 
calliGter assembly. 

8. (WiflidrRwn) The loading tool ofclaim 7 wherein the body is construct 
material than the inside surface. 

9. (Wilhdrawn) The loading tool of claim 7 wherein the body is constructed fiwm a the same 
material as the inside Sui&ce. 

10. (Withdrawn) Theloadingtoolof claiin 7 wherein the stent is a dnig delivery stent, the 
polymer material being inert relative to a drug being delivered by the drug deliveay stent. 

11. (Withdrawn) The loading tool of claim 7 wherein the polymer material is characterized as 

being lubricious. 

12. (Withdrawn) The loading tool of claim 1 wherein the body fbither comprises a gripping 
surfecc the gripping surfece comprising at least one suifece feature of a portion of an external 
surface of the body, the gripping surface selected from at least one surface fisature of the group 
consisting of, a textilrcjd surface, a surface coating and any combination thereof. 

13. (Withdrawn) The loading tool of claim 1 whierein the body further comprises a first half 
and a second hal^ the first half and Ihe second half bdng separable fioni one another. 

14. (Withdrawn) The loading tool of claim 13 wherein the first half and the second half axe 
separable along a common seam, the first half being hingedly connected to the second half along 
at least a portion of one side of the common seam, the first half and the second half being 
constructed and arranged to hingedly move between an open position and a closed position. 

15. (Withdrawn) the loading tool of claim 13 wherein the first half and ttie second half define 
the substantially hollow chamber in the closed position. 

16. (Withdrawn) The loading tool of claim 13 wherein in the open position the first half and the 
second half arc engaged along only one side of the common seam. 

17. (Withdrawn) Theloadingtoolof claim 13 further coinprising at least one fastening device, 
the at least one festening device, the at least one fiatening device removably engaging the first 
half to the second half in the closed position. 
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18. (Wilhdwvm) TlieloadingtoolofclaimiewheremtheatleastcmefasteniBgde^^ 
selected fiom at least cue member of the group consisting of: at leut one festener, at least one 
screw, at least «»et*, at leart one clip and any araWiBitiontiiOTeof. 

19. (Withdrawn) The loading tool ofclaimlwhacin the first dianieter is about 0.5 mm to 

about 5 Tnm. 

20. (Withdrawn) The loading tool of claim 1 wherein the fiist diameter is about 0.7 nun to 
about 3.8 mm, 

21. (Withdrawn) The loading tool of claim 1 wherein the second diameter is about 0.2 ra^ 
about 4.9 mm. 

22. (Withdrawn) The loading tool of claim 1 wherein the second diameter is about 0.4 mm to 
about 4,5 imn. 

23. (Currently Amended) A catheter assembly compiising: 

a catheter, the cathetcsr having a catheter body defining a guide wire lumen, a 
proximal region and a distal region; 

a stent, the stent being disposed about at least a portion of the distal region of the 
catheter body, the at least a portion of the distal region of ttie catheter body and stent defining a 
first diameter region of the assembly and at least a portion of the proximal region adjacent to the 
distal region defininga s^ond diameter region of the assembly, the first diameter region having 
an outer diameter greater than that of the second diameter region; 

a removable guide wire loading tool, the tool being disposed about the at least a 
portion of the distal region of the catheter and at least a portion of the proximal region of the 
caflieter, the tool having a tool body, the tool body defining a substantially hollow chamber, the 
chamber having an inner surface legior, the inner surface region definmg a first portion 
removably containing the first diameter region and a second portion removably containing the 
second diameter region, the first portion having an inner diameter greater than that of the second 
portion^ 

th^ itifif-r surface Te^QPi fvV^^ defTniTiff a fiiibstanttallv hollow neck POrtion m 
flmfl, mTriTnimication with first Portion of the subst an tial lv hoUo^ c hamber and the SQCoq4 
j^^rsr. rt,^ y:p,v,fttanti Al1v hollow chamber, the ne ck portion comorising a neck poitm 
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a:^ ^^ fh.neck r ^'-'- ^i fm«f«rb»bm-T,f ftpm thcumCT linqirf^ of thr first portiffl to ftt 
f P Tfer diamet KT of the giecnnd portion. 

24. (Csmcelled) 

25. (CmientlyAmeiided) Tlwcafteter assembly ofclaima+-a.whercin the tool body is 
constructed and taangcd to protect the stent po sWoned on the at least a portion of the distal 
region of *e catheter fiom undesiied contact or damage during loading of a guide wire into the 

guide wire ImnetL 

26. (CurrentlyAmended) The catheter assembly of claim3«iwherem 

constructed and ammgcd to protect the stent fioni imdesiied contact or damage during loading of 
a guide wire into the guide wire lumen. 

27. (Previously Presented) The caiheter assembly of claim 23 wherein at least a portion of ihc 
st^t cojnprises a coating, the coating is selected from at least one meniber of the group 
consisting of: dmgs, genetic material, cells, a non-genetic therapeutic agent, a polymer matrix 
having a thcrapenitic component, and any combination thereof. 

28. (Cancelled) 

29. (Previously Presented) The catheter assembly of claim 23 wherein the first portion of the 
substantially hollow chamber defines a first opening and the second portion of the substantially 
hollow chamber comprises a second opening, tfie first opening having a diameter sufficient to 
allow passage of the catheter assembly having the stent mounted thereon, the second opening 
having a diametfcr smaller than the first opening, the diameter of the second opening being 
sufficient to allow passage of a proximal shaft of the catheter assembly. 

30. (Cancelled) 

31. (Cancelled) 

32. (Previously Presented) Thecatheter assembly of claim 30 wherein the ijeck portion is 
constructed and arranged to engage the at least a portion of the distal region of the catheter body, 
thereby pr^enting the at least a portion of the distal region of the catheter body and stent from 
migrating from the first portion of the hollow chamber to the second portion of the hollow 
chamber. 

. 33. (Previously Presented) The catheter assembly of claim 23 wherein the tool body is 
constructed from at least one material of tiie group consisting of: metal, polymer and any 
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combimitiozi ifiieieol 

34. (PwviouslyPresaited) lh.cathct^ass^blyof claim 23 wherein the ir>nersarface region 
cotresponding to at least the fiist portion of the chamber comprises a polymer material, the 
polymer material constructed and arranged to protect the stent ftom damage daring manipulation 
of tiie catheter assembly. 

35. CPi^viouslyPresented) Tlie catheter assembly of claim 34 whetdntbe body is coi^ 
ftom a different material than the inner surfece re^on. 

36. (PreviouilyPresented) The catheter assembly ofclaim 34 wherein flie body is constructed 
fiomathesame material as the inner suifiace region. 

37. CPrevioudy Presented) The catheter assembly of claim 34 wherein the stent is a drug 
delivery stent, the polymo: material being inert relative to a drug being deUvered by the drug 
delivery stent. 

38. (Previously Presented) The catheter assembly of claim 34 wherein the polymer mat«aialis 
characterized as being lubricious. 

39. (Previously Presented) The catheter assembly of claim 23 vAerein the hody further 
comprises a gripping surface, the gripping surface selected from at least one surface feature of 
flie group consisting of, a textured suifece, a surface coating and any combination thereof 

40. (Previously Ptesented) Thecathctera^emblyof claim 23 wherein the inner diameter of the 
first portion of the inner surfece region is about 0.5 mm to about 5 mm. 

41. (Previously tesented) Thecatheter assembly of claim 23 wherein the inner diameter of the 
first portioi) of the inner surface region is about 0^7 mm to about 3.8 mm. 

42. (Previously.Presented) The catheter assembly of claim 23 wherein the inner diameter of thfe 
second portion of the inner surfece region is about 0.2 mm to about 4.9 mm, 

43. (Withdrawn) The catheter assembly of clann 1 wherem ftie inner diameter of the second 
portion of the inner surface region is about 0.4 mm to about 4.5 mnt 
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